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The  Carnegie  Hero  Fund 


Established  April  15,  1904  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  Carnegie 
Hero  Fund  Commission  was  created  to  recognize  outstanding  acts 
of  selfless  heroism  performed  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Recognition  in  all  acts  considered  worthy  by  the  Commission 
consists  of  a  medal.  It  may  also  include,  in  acts  in  which  disabling 
injuries  are  sustained  by  the  rescuer,  a  supplemental  continuing 
grant;  in  acts  in  which  the  rescuer  loses  his  life,  financial  assistance 
for  the  widow  and  children;  and  in  acts  in  which  no  disablement 
is  sustained,  grants  for  education  or  other  worthy  purposes  in  the 
lives  of  the  rescuers. 

Recommendations  for  awards  may  be  made  by  an  individual 
having  knowledge  of  such  outstanding  acts  of  bravery,  and  should 
be  sent  directly  to  the  Commission.  Awards  are  open  to  all  citizens 
and  visitors  of  the  two  countries  under  regulations  presented  in 
detail  on  subsequent  pages  of  this  report. 

Each  recommended  act  is  investigated  as  to  fact  and  degree  of 
risk  involved  and  is  evaluated  by  the  Commission  on  the  basis  of 
results  of  the  investigation. 


Please  address  inquiries  to: 

Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 
1932  Oliver  Ruilding 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  15222 
Telephone;  412-281-1302 


I  do  not  expect  to  stimulate  or  create  heroism  by  this  fund, 
knowing  well  that  heroic  action  is  impulsive;  but  I  do  believe  that, 
if  the  hero  is  injured  in  his  bold  attempt  to  serve  or  save  his  fellows, 
he  and  those  dependent  upon  him  should  not  suffer  pecuniarily. 

— Andrew  Carnegie 


The  Carnegie  Medal 


Reverse  side  of  Carnegie  Medal  (actual  size) 


The  Carnegie  Medal  is  awarded  to  one  who,  at  the  risk  of  his 
own  life,  saves  or  attempts  to  save  the  life  of  a  fellow  man. 

Mr.  Carnegie’s  embossed  profile  dominates  the  front  of  the 
medal,  as  seen  on  the  cover.  On  the  reverse  side  (above)  in  low 
relief  are  shown  the  geographical  outlines  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  the  countries  to  which  the  Fund  applies.  In  higher  relief 
the  seals  of  these  countries  are  shown,  with  United  States  below 
the  inscription  plate,  and  Canada  and  Newfoundland  at  the  top 
left  and  right  of  it,  respectively. 

Relief  work  surrounding  the  inscription  plate  reveals  a  sprig  of 
laurel  underneath  and  sprigs  of  ivy,  oak,  and  thistle  at  the  top. 
Laurel  typifies  glory;  ivy,  friendship;  oak,  strength;  and  thistle, 
persistency.  Encircling  the  relief  work  is  a  quotation  from  the  New 
Testament  (John  XV,  13):  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that 
a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends. 

Medals  of  bronze,  silver,  and  gold  are  awarded. 


Requirements  for  a  Carnegie  Medal 

There  must  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  person  performing 
the  act  voluntarily  risked  his  own  life  to  an  extraordinary  degree 
in  saving  or  attempting  to  save  the  life  of  another  person,  or 
voluntarily  sacrificed  himself  in  an  heroic  manner  for  the  benefit 
of  others; 

And  the  act  of  rescue  must  be  one  in  which  no  direct  family 
relationship  or  other  full  measure  of  responsibility  exists  between 
the  rescuer  and  the  rescued; 

And  the  heroic  act  must  have  been  performed  in  the  United 
States,  Canada  or  the  waters  thereof  and  must  be  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Commission  within  two  years  of  the  date  of  the  act. 

Awards 

A  medal  is  presented  to  the  person  performing  the  act  or,  in 
case  of  death,  to  the  widow,  widower,  or  the  next  of  kin. 

When  a  rescuer  loses  his  life  in  performance  of  an  act,  contri¬ 
butions  may  be  made  toward  livelihood  of  the  widow  until  she 
remarries;  and  contributions  may  also  be  made  toward  the  support 
and  education  of  the  deceased  rescuer’s  children. 

If  the  rescuer  is  disabled  in  the  performance  of  the  act,  periodic 
contributions  may  be  made  to  his  livelihood. 

If  the  rescuer  be  uninjured,  a  monetary  grant  may  nevertheless 
be  made,  should  the  Commission  deem  such  gift  desirable. 

The  benefits  to  be  paid  and  the  manner  of  payment  are  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  Commission  after  consideration  of  the  circumstances 
of  each  awardee.  Continuing  benefits  are  paid  only  if  there  is  clear 
need  for  such  assistance  and  only  if  such  benefits  are  soberly  and 
properly  used  and  the  recipients  remain  respectable  members  of 
their  communities. 

Persons  Not  Eligible  for  Awards 

Persons  whose  duties  in  following  their  regular  vocations  (such 
as  policemen,  firemen,  lifeguards,  etc.)  require  them  to  perform 
such  acts,  unless  the  rescues  involve  actions  for  which  they  have 
had  neither  training  nor  experience. 

Members  of  the  Armed  Services. 

Children  considered  by  the  Commission  to  be  too  young  to  com¬ 
prehend  the  risks  involved. 


Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 


Deed  Of  Trust 

To  the  Hero  Fund  Commission: 

GENTLEMEN: — We  live  in  an  heroic  age.  Not  seldom  are  we 
thrilled  by  deeds  of  heroism  where  men  or  women  are  injured  or 
lose  their  lives  in  attempting  to  preserve  or  rescue  their  fellows; 
such  the  heroes  of  civilization.  The  heroes  of  barbarism  maimed 
or  killed  theirs. 

I  have  long  felt  that  the  heroes  and  those  dependent  upon  them 
should  be  freed  from  pecuniary  cares  resulting  from  their  heroism, 
and,  as  a  fund  for  this  purpose,  I  have  transferred  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion  five  million  dollars  of  First  Collateral  Five  Per  Cent  Bonds 
of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation,  the  proceeds  to  be  used 
as  follows: 

First.  To  place  those  following  peaceful  vocations,  who  have 
been  injured  in  heroic  effort  to  save  human  life,  in  somewhat  bet¬ 
ter  positions  pecuniarily  than  before,  until  again  able  to  work.  In 
case  of  death,  the  widow  and  children,  or  other  dependents,  to  be 
provided  for  until  she  remarries,  and  the  children  until  they  reach 
a  self-supporting  age.  For  exceptional  children  exceptional  grants 
may  be  made  for  exceptional  education.  Grants  of  sums  of  money 
may  also  be  made  to  heroes  or  heroines  as  the  Commission  thinks 
advisable — each  case  to  be  judged  on  its  merits. 

Second.  No  grant  is  to  be  continued  unless  it  be  soberly  and 
properly  used,  and  the  recipients  remain  respectable,  well-behaved 
members  of  the  community,  but  the  heroes  and  heroines  are  to  be 
given  a  fair  trial,  no  matter  what  their  antecedents.  Heroes  deserve 
pardon  and  a  fresh  start. 

Third.  A  medal  shall  be  given  to  the  hero,  or  widow,  or  next 
of  kin,  which  shall  recite  the  heroic  deed  it  commemorates,  that 
descendants  may  know  and  be  proud  of  their  descent.  The  medal 
shall  be  given  for  the  heroic  act,  even  if  the  doer  be  uninjured, 
and  also  a  sum  of  money,  should  the  Commission  deem  such  gift 
desirable. 

Fourth.  Many  cities  provide  pensions  for  policemen,  firemen, 
teachers,  and  others,  and  some  may  give  rewards  for  acts  of 
heroism.  All  these  and  other  facts  the  Commission  will  take  into 
account  and  act  accordingly  in  making  grants.  Nothing  could  be 


further  from  my  intention  than  to  deaden  or  interfere  with  these 
most  creditable  provisions,  doubly  precious  as  showing  public 
and  municipal  appreciation  of  faithful  and  heroic  service.  I  ask 
from  the  Commission  most  careful  guard  against  this  danger.  The 
medal  can,  of  course,  be  offered  in  such  cases.  Whether  something 
more  can  not  judiciously  be  done,  at  the  request  of,  or  with  the 
approval  of,  the  city  authorities,  the  Commission  shall  determine. 
I  hope  there  can  be. 

Fifth.  The  claims  upon  the  Fund  for  some  years  can  not 
exhaust  it.  After  years,  however,  pensioners  will  become  numerous. 
Should  the  Commission  find,  after  allowing  liberally  for  this,  that 
a  surplus  will  remain,  it  has  power  to  make  grants  in  case  of  acci¬ 
dents  (preferably  where  a  hero  has  appeared)  to  those  injured. 
The  action  taken  in  the  recent  Harwick  Mine  accident,  where 
Heroes  Taylor  and  Lyle  lost  their  lives,  is  an  illustration.  The  com¬ 
munity  first  raised  a  fund  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
duplicated  by  me  after  waiting  until  the  generosity  of  the  com¬ 
munity  had  full  scope.  Here  again  the  Commission  should  be 
exceedingly  careful,  as  in  this  case,  not  to  deaden,  but  to  stimulate 
employers  or  communities  to  do  their  part,  for  such  action  benefits 
givers  themselves  as  well  as  recipients. 

Sixth.  It  seems  probable  that  cities  and  employers  on  this  con¬ 
tinent  will  ultimately  be  placed  under  similar  conditions  to  those 
of  Britain,  Germany,  and  other  European  States,  and  required  to 
provide  against  accidents  to  employees.  Therefore,  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  may  devote  any  surplus  that  accrues 
beyond  providing  for  heroes  and  their  dependents  (which  pro¬ 
vision  must  never  be  abandoned)  to  such  other  modes  of  benefit¬ 
ing  those  in  want,  chiefly  caused  through  no  fault  of  their  own 
(such  as  drunkenness,  laziness,  crimes,  etc.)  but  through  excep¬ 
tional  circumstances,  in  such  manner  and  to  such  extent  as  the 
Commission  thinks  advisable  and  likely  to  do  more  good  than  if 
such  sums  were  given  to  those  injured  by  accident,  where  the  latter 
may  be  suitably  provided  for  by  law,  or  otherwise. 

Seventh.  The  field  embraced  by  the  Fund  is  the  United  States 
of  America,  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  the  Colony  of  Newfound¬ 
land,  and  the  waters  thereof.  The  sea  is  the  scene  of  many  heroic 
acts.  No  action  is  more  heroic  than  that  of  doctors  and  nurses  vol¬ 
unteering  their  services  in  the  case  of  epidemics.  Railroad  em¬ 
ployees  are  remarkable  for  heroism.  All  these  and  similar  cases 
are  embraced.  Whenever  heroism  is  displayed  by  man  or  woman 
in  saving  human  life,  the  Fund  applies. 


Eighth.  No  personal  liability  will  attach  to  members  for  any 
act  of  the  Commission.  The  Commission  has  power  to  fill 
vacancies. 

Ninth.  The  Commission  has  full  power  to  sell,  invest,  or  re¬ 
invest  all  funds;  to  employ  all  officials,  including  Secretary,  travel¬ 
ing  agents  to  visit  and  oversee  beneficiaries,  etc.,  and  to  fix  their 
compensation.  Members  of  the  Commission  shall  be  reimbursed 
all  expenses  incurred,  including  traveling  expenses  attending  meet- 
ings.  The  President  shall  be  granted  such  honoraria  as  the  Com¬ 
mission  thinks  proper  and  as  he  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept. 

Tenth.  An  annual  report,  including  a  detailed  statement  of 
sums  and  medals  granted  and  the  reasons  therefore,  shall  be  made 
each  year  and  published  in  at  least  one  newspaper  in  the  principal 
cities  of  the  countries  embraced  by  the  Fund.  A  finely  executed 
roll  of  the  heroes  and  heroines  shall  be  kept  displayed  in  the  office 
at  Pittsburgh. 


(Signed)  Andrew  Carnegie. 


witness: 

Louise  Whitfield  Carnegie. 


New  York,  March  12th,  1904 


Heroic  Acts  Recognized  During  1978 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  James  R.  Abraham,  who  died  attempting  to  save  Donald  S.  Brannan 
from  drowning,  Bavington,  Pa.,  June  18,  1978.  While  swimming  in  deep  water  in  a  lake, 
Brannan,  aged  20,  called  for  help.  Abraham,  aged  22,  draftsman,  was  swimming  nearby  and 
swam  to  Brannan,  who  greatly  outweighed  him.  About  100  feet  from  the  nearest  bank, 
Brannan  took  hold  of  Abraham.  A  great  deal  of  splashing  ensued.  Both  Abraham  and  Brannan 
then  sank  and  drowned.  6333 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  John  R.  Bazella,  who  helped  to  rescue  Donald  J.  McCully  from  a 
cave-in,  Penn  Hills,  Pa.,  February  8,  1977.  When  a  cave-in  occurred  in  a  coal  mine,  McCully, 
aged  46,  was  completely  buried  alongside  a  mining  machine  but  was  able  to  breathe  because 
the  shale  and  sandstone  rock  that  had  fallen  was  partially  supported  by  collapsed  wooden 
beams.  Bazella,  aged  31,  coal  mine  mechanic,  and  other  workmen  gathered  to  assist  in  the 
rescue  of  McCully.  After  another  machine  had  removed  enough  rocks  to  uncover  the  end  of 
the  collapsed  boom  of  the  mining  machine,  a  tunnel  was  dug  by  hand  alongside  the  boom. 
It  was  necessary  to  cut  through  a  fallen  beam  along  the  way  as,  with  the  men  crawling  in  and 
out,  the  careful  removal  of  rocks  finally  extended  the  tunnel  to  McCully.  Rocks  were  removed 
from  around  him.  As  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  Bazella  and  the  other  men,  McCully  then  was 
pulled  from  under  the  rock  fall  via  the  tunnel.  6303 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Bryan  S.  Belcher,  who  helped  to  rescue  William  J.  St.  John  and 
William  H.  Ellis,  Jr.  from  burning,  Orlando,  Fla.,  December  10,  1976.  In  a  highway  accident, 
fire  broke  out  at  the  rear  of  a  sedan  containing  St.  John,  aged  22,  and  Ellis,  aged  20.  As  the 
flames  spread  inside  the  vehicle,  Belcher,  aged  46,  equipment  dealer,  and  two  other  men  ran 
to  the  sedan  but  could  not  open  the  driver’s  door.  They  ran  to  the  passenger  side,  which  was 
parallel  to  the  highway  guardrail.  One  man  opened  the  passenger  door,  but  the  guardrail 
limited  the  opening  to  about  a  foot.  In  intense  heat,  Belcher  and  the  other  men  with  difficulty 
removed  St.  John  and  then  Ellis  from  the  sedan,  which  shortly  was  totally  afire.  St.  John  and 
Ellis  required  extensive  hospitalization.  6311 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Anthony  James  Borgia,  who  saved  an  indeterminate  number  of 
persons  from  being  struck  by  a  tractor-trailer,  Scranton,  Pa.,  July  19,  1978.  When  he  saw  that 
a  loaded  tractor-trailer  had  lost  its  brakes  while  on  a  downgrade  toward  a  busy  intersection, 
Borgia,  aged  55,  truckdriver,  decided  to  use  his  dump  truck  to  stop  the  runaway  vehicle. 
Moving  into  position  in  front  of  the  rig,  Borgia  allowed  it  to  make  contact  with  the  rear  of 
the  dump  truck.  Although  the  heavy  rig  forced  the  truck  into  the  lanes  of  oncoming  traffic,  the 
two  vehicles,  in  contact,  descended  the  grade  without  mishap  as  Borgia  carefully  applied  his 
brakes.  He  then  moved  onto  the  dirt  shoulder  of  the  highway,  where  he  stopped  the  truck  and 
the  tractor-trailer  about  200  feet  from  the  intersection.  6334 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Charles  Francis  Bucko,  who  died  after  attempting  to  rescue  the 
crewmen  of  a  disabled  tanker  during  a  severe  storm,  Gloucester,  Mass.,  February  6,  1978. 

When  a  foreign  oil  tanker  got  into  trouble  off  the  Massachusetts  coast  during  a  blinding  snow¬ 
storm  and  called  for  assistance,  a  pilot  boat  operator  set  out  to  give  aid  in  Ins  45-foot  craft, 
the  Can  Do,  accompanied  by  Bucko,  aged  29,  carpenter,  and  three  other  men.  Winds  up  to 
80  miles  an  hour  and  swells  surpassing  30  feet  in  height  caused  the  Can  Do  to  sink.  Bucko 
and  the  other  four  men  drowned. 


HEROIC  ACTS 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  William  M.  Carey,  who  saved  Jane  A.  and  Shannon  M.  O’Keefe 
from  suffocation,  Salem,  Mass.,  August  9, 1978.  In  early  morning,  fire  broke  out  on  the  ground 
floor  of  a  three-story  brick  building  in  which  the  top  apartment  was  occupied  by  Jane,  aged  19, 
and  her  baby  daughter,  Shannon.  Carey,  aged  47,  recreation  department  worker,  entered  the 
burning  building  via  a  rear  door  and,  in  increasingly  dense  smoke,  ascended  stairs  to  the  third 
floor,  where  he  pounded  on  the  apartment  door  until  he  gained  entrance.  Carrying  Shannon, 
Carey  then  led  the  way  for  Jane  as,  in  smoke  that  allowed  no  visibility,  they  descended  to 
the  ground  floor  and  emerged  from  the  building.  6345 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Bobby  Lee  Carter,  who  attempted  to  rescue  Aline  E.  Weaver  from 
burning,  Newport  News,  Va.,  July  20,  1977.  When  fire  broke  out  at  night  in  a  two-story  frame 
dwelling,  Carter,  aged  30,  mason-carpenter,  learned  that  Miss  Weaver,  aged  55,  was  some¬ 
where  inside  the  house.  With  a  dampened  blanket  over  his  head,  Carter,  who  was  wearing 
only  cut-off  trousers,  entered  the  dwelling  and  ran  through  several  first-floor  rooms,  in  all 
of  which  he  could  see  the  glow  of  flames  in  the  dense  smoke.  Carter  lost  the  blanket  and  was 
burned  by  the  intense  heat.  Unable  to  locate  Miss  Weaver,  he  ran  from  the  dwelling,  most 
of  which  then  was  afire.  Firemen  found  the  charred  body  of  Miss  Weaver  on  the  second  floor. 
Carter  recovered  after  hospitalization  for  extensive  burns.  6296 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  Deyo  Clelland,  who  rescued  Arthur  T.  Jenkins  from  burning. 
Orange,  Calif.,  June  20,  1976.  Following  an  automobile  accident  at  night,  Jenkins,  aged  42, 
lay  unconscious  on  the  seat  of  his  convertible  as  flames  resulting  from  leaking  gasoline  spread 
from  the  rear  bumper  to  the  back  of  the  front  seat.  Clelland,  aged  29,  bartender,  ran  to  the 
convertible  and  opened  the  door.  Because  flames  then  were  lapping  over  the  back  of  the  seat, 
Clelland  crawled  under  the  steering  column  in  order  to  release  the  seat  belt  holding  Jenkins. 
Backing  out,  Clelland  then  puhed  Jenkins  from  the  automobile  and  rolled  him  on  the  pave¬ 
ment  to  put  out  flames  on  him.  By  that  time  the  entire  interior  of  the  convertible  was  afire. 
Jenkins  required  hospitalization  for  extensive  burns.  6318 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Donald  Wayne  Cole,  Jr.,  who  helped  to  save  Brian  D.  Quinlan 
from  drowning,  Richmond,  Va.,  January  2,  1977.  While  skating  on  a  pond,  Brian,  aged  13, 
broke  through  the  ice  into  deep  water;  but  each  time  he  tried  to  climb  out,  the  ice  broke  off. 
Donald,  aged  13,  schoolboy,  went  to  the  hole,  where  the  ice  broke  under  him  and  he  also 
fell  into  the  water.  When  Donald  climbed  out  and  made  another  attempt  to  aid  Brian,  the  ice 
again  broke  under  him.  Brian  caused  Donald  to  be  submerged  briefly  several  times.  Donald 
supported  Brian  while  another  boy  pushed  a  rowboat  to  the  hole,  got  into  the  craft,  and  then 
aided  Donald  and  Brian  aboard.  By  means  of  a  rope,  the  boat  then  was  pulled  to  the  bank. 

6297 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Anitra  Lewanne  Collins,  who  died  attempting  to  save  Karen  Fish 
from  being  struck  by  an  automobile,  El  Paso,  Texas,  May  13,  1976.  At  night,  Miss  Fish,  aged 
21,  was  seen  wandering  about  on  a  highway  amid  moderate  traffic.  Fearing  that  Miss  Fish 
would  be  struck  and  killed,  Miss  Collins,  aged  19,  automobile  rental  clerk,  went  to  her. 
Miss  Collins  was  with  Miss  Fish  in  the  middle  of  the  road  when  an  automobile  struck  them, 
inflicting  fatal  injuries.  6319 


Bionze  Medal  awarded  to  N.  David  Curley,  who  died  after  attempting  to  rescue  the  crew¬ 
men  of  a  disabled  tanker  during  a  severe  storm,  Gloucester,  Mass.,  February  6,  1978.  When 


HEROIC  ACTS 


a  foreign  oil  tanker  got  into  trouble  off  the  Massachusetts  coast  during  a  blinding  snowstorm 
and  called  for  assistance,  a  pilot  boat  operator  set  out  to  give  aid  in  his  45-foot  craft,  the 
Can  Do,  accompanied  by  Curley,  aged  35,  electrician,  and  three  other  men.  Winds  up  to  80 
miles  an  hour  and  swells  surpassing  30  feet  in  height  caused  the  Can  Do  to  sink.  Curley  and 
the  other  four  men  drowned.  6341 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Thomas  V.  Damico,  who  helped  to  rescue  Donald  J.  McCully  from 
a  cave-in,  Penn  Hills,  Pa.,  February  8,  1977.  When  a  cave-in  occurred  in  a  coal  mine, 
McCully,  aged  46,  was  completely  buried  alongside  a  mining  machine  but  was  able  to  breathe 
because  the  shale  and  sandstone  rock  that  had  fallen  was  partially  supported  by  collapsed 
wooden  beams.  Damico,  aged  29,  coal  miner,  and  other  workmen  gathered  to  assist  in  the 
rescue  of  McCully.  After  another  machine  had  removed  enough  rocks  to  uncover  the  end 
of  the  collapsed  boom  of  the  mining  machine,  a  tunnel  was  dug  by  hand  alongside  the  boom. 
It  was  necessary  to  cut  through  a  fallen  beam  along  the  way  as,  with  the  men  crawling  in  and 
out,  the  careful  removal  of  rocks  finally  extended  the  tunnel  to  McCully.  Rocks  were  removed 
from  around  him.  As  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  Damico  and  the  other  men,  McCully  then  was 
pulled  from  under  the  rock  fall  via  the  tunnel.  6304 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Duane  E.  DeMoura,  who  died  helping  to  save  Michael  A.  Lavoie 
from  suffocation,  Taunton,  Mass.,  November  7,  1977.  While  working  inside  a  tank  at  a  cop¬ 
per  products  company,  Lavoie,  aged  18,  was  overcome  by  chemical  fumes  and  collapsed. 
DeMoura,  aged  18,  material  helper,  entered  the  tank  through  an  opening  about  two  feet  high 
and  five  feet  wide.  He  boosted  Lavoie  to  a  point  where  men  outside  the  opening  could  reach 
him.  Lavoie  was  pulled  out  but  DeMoura  collapsed  inside  the  tank  from  effects  of  the  fumes. 
Firemen  removed  DeMoura,  but  he  could  not  be  revived.  Lavoie  recovered  after  being 
hospitalized.  6320 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  George  Joseph  Denti,  who  helped  to  rescue  Ronald  J.  Munyak 
from  burning.  Fort  Pierce,  Fla.,  April  15,  1977.  When  his  automobile  collided  with  a  tree, 
Munyak,  aged  18,  was  rendered  unconscious  and  dense  smoke  filled  the  vehicle,  beneath 
which  flames  broke  out  from  leaking  gasoline.  Denti,  aged  22,  state  construction  inspector, 
and  two  other  men  ran  to  the  automobile.  Flames  had  appeared  inside  the  vehicle  as  Denti 
and  the  other  men  reached  in  through  the  open  front  window  and  grasped  Munyak.  With  two 
tries,  Denti  and  the  two  men  pulled  Munyak  out  of  the  automobile,  which  became  totally 
engulfed  in  flames.  Munyak  recovered  from  extensive  burns.  Denti’s  burns  were  minor.  6314 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  William  A.  Dixon,  who  saved  Beverley  T.  Cleland  from  burning, 
Orillia,  Ont.,  November  23,  1977.  Cleland,  aged  39,  was  injured  and  rendered  unconscious 
when  his  airplane  crashed  in  a  field  and  flames  appeared  around  the  front  end.  Dixon,  aged  26, 
contractor,  ran  to  the  aircraft  and  opened  the  door  on  the  side  opposite  the  flames.  While 
Dixon  was  inside  the  cockpit,  attempting  to  remove  Cleland,  flames  there  increased  suddenly. 
Dixon  pulled  Cleland  out  of  the  airplane  and  was  dragging  him  away  from  it  when  an  explo¬ 
sion  occurred,  greatly  increasing  the  flames.  Cleland  recovered  from  his  injuries.  6346 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Larry  E.  Eddleman,  who  died  attempting  to  save  Charles  S.  Kelly 
from  drowning,  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  April  25,  1977.  When  his  canoe  capsized  in  turbulent 
water  at  the  base  of  a  dam  in  the  Stone  River,  Kelly,  aged  22,  was  caught  by  the  strong  under¬ 
tow  in  the  turbulence  and  intermittently  submerged  in  the  cold  water.  Eddleman,  aged  22, 
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college  student,  and  a  young  woman  paddled  another  canoe  to  within  a  few  feet  of  Kelly, 
who  again  went  under.  The  canoe  capsized;  and  the  young  woman  reached  safety,  but 
Eddleman  swam  to  where  Kelly  had  returned  to  the  surface  in  the  turbulent  area.  Eddleman 
and  Kelly  were  seen  bobbing  together  in  the  rough  water.  Kelly  then  went  under  again  and 
returned  to  the  surface  beyond  the  turbulent  area  where,  floating  face  down,  he  was  carried 
away  from  the  dam  by  the  current.  The  same  thing  then  happened  with  Eddleman.  Others 
removed  them  from  the  water,  but  both  were  dead.  6298 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  John  Gregory  Ehland,  who  saved  Joann  B.  Alexander  from  drown- 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  June  26,  1977.  Joann,  aged  15,  a  non-swimmer,  fell  from  a  wharf  into 
deep  water  in  the  Allegheny  River,  where  she  was  submerged  briefly  and  then  called  for  help. 
Ehland,  aged  50,  telephone  repairman,  removed  his  shoes,  dived  into  the  water,  and  swam 
to  Joann,  who  then  was  about  18  feet  from  the  wharf.  Tiring,  Ehland  was  submerged  briefly 
twice  while  towing  Joann  with  difficulty  to  the  vertical  side  of  the  concrete  wharf,  the  surface 
of  which  was  six  feet  above  the  water.  Ehland  boosted  Joann  upward  to  others  on  the  wharf, 
and  they  pulled  her  from  the  water.  Ehland  then  also  was  aided  onto  the  wharf.  6347 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Palmer  L.  Ferguson,  who  helped  to  rescue  Della  McDonald  from 
JasPer,  Alta.,  December  15,  1975.  An  explosion  occurred  and  fire  broke  out  in  a 
building  in  which  the  basement  apartment  was  occupied  by  Mrs.  McDonald,  aged  64,  and 
her  husband.  The  latter  managed  to  get  to  a  window  and,  after  being  aided  out,  reported  that 
his  wife  was  trapped  inside.  Ferguson,  aged  44,  utility  company  district  agent,  entered  the 
apartment  via  the  window  opening.  He  located  Mrs.  McDonald,  freed  her,  and  took  her  to 
the  window.  With  assistance  from  men  outside,  Ferguson  got  Mrs.  McDonald  through  the 
opening  Shortly  after  they  had  emerged  from  the  building,  it  began  collapsing.  Mrs. 
McDonald  recovered  from  burns  she  had  sustained.  6321 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  P.  Kenneth  Fuller,  Jr.,  who  died  after  attempting  to  rescue  the 
"e™en.  of  a  disabled  tanker  during  a  severe  storm,  Gloucester,  Mass.,  February  6,  1978. 
When  a  foreign  oil  tanker  got  into  trouble  off  the  Massachusetts  coast  during  a  blinding  snow¬ 
storm  and  called  for  assistance,  a  pilot  boat  operator  set  out  to  give  aid  in  his  45-foot  craft 
the  Can  Do  accompanied  by  Fuller,  aged  34,  fisherman,  and  three  other  men.  Winds  up  to 
80  miles  an  hour  and  swells  surpassing  30  feet  in  height  caused  the  Can  Do  to  sink.  Fuller 
and  the  other  four  men  drowned.  rsmu 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Kenneth  H.  Gilders,  who  helped  to  save  Earl  C.  Chaffe  and  saved 
Flmer  H.  Del  ow  from  burning,  Sarnia,  Ont.,  December  16,  1976.  In  a  highway  accident,  fire 
br°  j0oUti!  nthe  rear  end  of  a  tw°-door  automobile  containing  Chaffe,  aged  23,  and  Dellow 
agemi8  aGl  dfSfi  aged  35\J Grefighter,  ran  to  the  vehicle,  the  rear-seat  compartment  of  which 
was  Ailed  with  flames,  and  pulled  Chaffe  halfway  through  a  window  opening.  Others  then 
removed  Chaffe  while  Gilders  made  his  way  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  vehicle,  on  which 
flames  were  spreading  on  both  the  interior  and  the  exterior.  Twice  extending  his  upper  body 
into  the  front-seat  section,  Gilders  cut  the  seat  belt  that  held  Dellow.  He  then  pulled  Dellow 
through  the  window  opening  and  carried  him  away  from  the  automobile  shortly  before  an 
explosion  filled  the  vehicle  with  flames.  Chaffe  and  Dellow  recovered  from  minor  injuries 
sustained  m  the  accident.  L.. 

ooz7 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Charles  P.  Haseltine,  who  attempted  to  rescue  Denis  M.  Donahue 
during  a  shooting  incident,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  August  15,  1977.  As  Denis,  aged  14,  was  deliv- 
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ering  newspapers,  a  youth  atop  a  nearby  building  shot  him  twice  with  a  high-powered  rifle. 
Haseltine,  aged  63,  physician,  ran  to  Denis,  who  had  collapsed  onto  the  ground.  The  third 
bullet  struck  Haseltine,  and  he  also  fell  to  the  ground.  A  fourth  shot  went  wild.  Police  arrived 
and  took  the  assailant  into  custody.  Injuries  to  Denis  resulted  in  paralysis  of  his  lower  body, 
while  Haseltine’s  injury  caused  impaired  use  of  one  arm.  6328 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Emit  Jenkins,  Sr.,  who  helped  to  rescue  William  H.  and  LaDonna  A. 
Sims  from  burning,  Chicago,  Ill.,  July  13,  1977.  At  night,  when  fire  broke  out  in  a  bedroom 
in  a  first-floor  apartment,  William,  aged  8,  and  LaDonna,  aged  15,  went  into  the  adjoining 
kitchen,  where  the  back  door  opening  was  fully  covered  by  a  metal  gate.  Jenkins,  aged  64, 
apartment  building  manager,  bent  one  corner  of  the  gate  and  crawled  through  the  opening 
into  the  smoke-filled  kitchen.  He  crawled  to  William  and  was  dragging  the  boy  toward  the 
door  when  he  was  met  by  a  policeman  who  had  entered  via  the  gate  opening.  While  the 
policeman  took  William  outside,  Jenkins  crawled  to  LaDonna  and  began  dragging  her  toward 
the  gate.  The  policeman  returned  and  aided  in  taking  LaDonna  outside.  Jenkins  was  the  last 
to  emerge  from  the  kitchen,  which  very  soon  afterward  was  filled  with  flames.  William, 
LaDonna,  and  Jenkins  recovered  from  burns  they  had  sustained.  6308 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  C.  Johnson,  who  helped  to  rescue  Warren  E.  Dixon,  Jr. 
from  burning,  Slippery  Rock,  Pa.,  February  24,  1978.  At  night  fire  broke  out  in  the  kitchen 
of  a  second-floor  apartment  occupied  by  Dixon,  aged  24.  Johnson,  aged  20,  college  student, 
started  up  the  stairs  to  the  second  floor  but  choked  on  the  smoke  and  retreated  for  air.  He 
then  reentered  the  stairwell,  made  his  way  to  the  second  floor,  and  entered  the  living  room 
of  the  apartment,  where  heat  was  intense  and  smoke  was  very  dense.  By  probing,  Johnson 
located  Dixon  on  the  floor  and  dragged  him  to  the  top  of  the  stairs.  Fearing  he  was  about  to 
collapse  from  the  smoke  and  heat,  Johnson  started  down  the  stairs  and  met  two  other  men. 
They  removed  Dixon,  who  was  hospitalized  for  burns  he  had  sustained.  6309 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Ralph  Cash  Kaschai,  who  helped  to  rescue  William  J.  St.  John  and 
William  H.  Ellis,  Jr.  from  burning,  Orlando,  Fla.,  December  10,  1976.  In  a  highway  accident, 
fire  broke  out  at  the  rear  of  a  sedan  containing  St.  John,  aged  22,  and  Ellis,  aged  20.  As  the 
flames  spread  inside  the  vehicle,  Kaschai,  aged  18,  maintenance  foreman,  and  two  other  men 
ran  to  the  sedan  but  could  not  open  the  driver’s  door.  They  ran  to  the  passenger  side,  which 
was  parallel  to  the  highway  guardrail.  Kaschai  opened  the  passenger  door,  but  the  guardrail 
limited  the  opening  to  about  a  foot.  In  intense  heat,  Kaschai  and  the  other  men  with  difficulty 
removed  St.  John  and  then  Ellis  from  the  sedan,  which  shortly  was  totally  afire.  St.  John  and 
Ellis  required  extensive  hospitalization.  6310 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Samuel  Edwin  Katcha,  who  died  after  attempting  to  save  James  J. 
Truel  from  drowning,  Cudahy,  Wise.,  January  17,  1978.  While  standing  on  an  ice  shelf  along 
the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  James,  aged  12,  slipped  and  fell  into  deep  water,  where  he  was 
raised  and  lowered  by  wind-driven  waves.  Samuel,  aged  13,  schoolboy,  went  to  the  edge  of 
the  shelf  and  extended  one  foot  toward  James.  A  wave  broke  over  the  ice,  causing  Samuel 
to  lose  his  footing  and  fall  into  the  water.  James  was  washed  to  the  shelf,  and  several  boys 
lying  on  it  pulled  him  from  the  water.  A  wave  moved  Samuel  toward  the  shelf  also,  but  he 
was  washed  under  it  and  drowned.  6329 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Michael  W.  Kelly,  who  helped  to  rescue  Ronald  J.  Munyak  from 
burning.  Fort  Pierce,  Fla.,  April  15,  1977.  When  his  automobile  collided  with  a  tree,  Munyak, 
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aged  18,  was  rendered  unconscious  and  dense  smoke  filled  the  vehicle,  beneath  which  flames 
broke  out  from  leaking  gasoline.  Kelly,  aged  22,  state  construction  inspector,  and  two  other 
men  ran  to  the  automobile.  Flames  had  appeared  inside  the  vehicle  as  Kelly  and  the  other  men 
reached  in  through  the  open  front  window  and  grasped  Munyak.  With  two  tries,  Kelly  and 
the  two  men  pulled  Munyak  out  of  the  automobile,  which  became  totally  engulfed  in  flames. 
Munyak  recovered  from  extensive  burns.  Kelly’s  burns  were  minor.  6313 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Margaret  Ellen  Leonard,  who  saved  Vincent  B.  Gumina  from 
drowning.  East  Brunswick,  N.J.,  March  28, 1978.  Vincent,  aged  12,  fell  into  a  pond  and,  unable 
to  swim,  called  for  help  as  he  was  carried  into  deep  water  by  the  current.  Mrs.  Leonard, 
aged  28,  schoolteacher,  removed  her  shoes  and  jacket  and  entered  the  cold  water.  She  swam 
to  Vincent,  reaching  him  30  feet  from  the  bank.  He  grasped  her  and  caused  her  to  be  sub¬ 
merged  briefly  twice.  Unable  to  break  Vincent’s  hold,  Mrs.  Leonard  swam  toward  the  bank 
with  difficulty.  A  boy  extended  a  pole  by  which  Mrs.  Leonard  and  Vincent  were  pulled  from 
the  water.  5344 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Bernard  Leppla,  who  died  attempting  to  save  James  Gruszka  from 
drowning,  New  Buffalo,  Mich.,  July  9,  1977.  James,  aged  9,  was  swimming  in  Lake  Michigan 
when  he  was  caught  by  a  wave  and  carried  away  from  shore.  Leppla,  aged  42,  machinist, 
swam  to  James,  who  then  was  approximately  125  feet  from  shore  and  struggling  to  stay  afloat 
in  rough  water  about  13  feet  deep.  Leppla  attempted  to  tow  James  toward  shore,  but  both 
disappeared  from  sight.  Their  bodies  later  were  recovered.  6330 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Reuben  Martin,  who  rescued  Kenneth  J.  Kohr  from  electric  shock, 
Santa  Paula,  Calif.,  November  7,  1976.  While  working  from  an  aluminum  ladder  resting 
against  an  avocado  tree,  Kenneth,  aged  16,  received  an  electric  shock  when  the  aluminum  pole 
he  was  using  to  harvest  the  fruit  came  into  contact  with  a  high  voltage  power  line.  Martin, 
aged  73,  rancher,  climbed  the  ladder  to  Kenneth,  who  was  being  held  in  position  by  the  elec¬ 
trical  charge  with  his  gloves  afire  and  flames  on  his  clothing.  Martin  put  his  arms  around 
Kenneth;  and  when  the  pole  then  came  into  contact  with  the  ladder,  Martin  felt  an  electric 
shock  before  the  circuit  breaker  shut  off  the  power.  Kenneth  was  hospitalized  for  extensive 
burns.  Martin  was  treated  for  minor  burns.  conn 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Patrick  Henry  McCroan,  who  helped  to  rescue  Ronald  J.  Munyak 
from  burning  Fort  Pierce,  Fla.,  April  15,  1977.  When  his  automobile  collided  with  a  tree, 
Munyak,  aged  18,  was  rendered  unconscious  and  dense  smoke  filled  the  vehicle,  beneath 
which  flames  broke  out  from  leaking  gasoline.  McCroan,  aged  21,  groundskeeper,  and  two 
other  men  ran  to  the  automobile.  Flames  had  appeared  inside  the  vehicle  as  McCroan  and 
the  other  men  reached  in  through  the  open  front  window  and  grasped  Munyak.  With  two 
tries,  McCroan  and  the  two  men  pulled  Munyak  out  of  the  automobile,  which  became  totally 
engulfed  in  flames.  Munyak  recovered  from  extensive  burns.  McCroan’s  burns  were  minor. 

6315 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Anthony  Nangano,  who  helped  to  save  Charles  A.  Rees  and  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Hysell  from  suffocation,  East  Northport,  N.Y.,  December  8,  1976.  While  working  inside 
a  tank  that  had  contained  fuel  oil,  Rees,  aged  37,  and  Hysell,  aged  42,  were  overcome  and  fell 
into  sludge  on  the  tank  floor.  Nangano,  aged  40,  maintenance  supervisor,  entered  the  tank 
through  an  opening  in  the  top  and  lifted  both  Rees  and  Hysell  out  of  the  sludge.  A  policeman 
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who  was  a  member  of  the  fire  department  rescue  squad  entered  the  tank  and  tied  a  garden 
hose  around  Rees.  Nangano  continued  holding  Hysell  as  Rees  was  pulled  out.  After  Hysell 
had  been  removed  the  same  way,  Nangano  started  to  leave  but  blacked  out  when  he  was  part 
way  through  the  opening.  Others  grasped  Nangano  and  pulled  him  out  as  the  policeman- 
fireman  followed.  Rees,  Hysell,  and  Nangano  recovered  after  hospitalization.  6323 


Rronze  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  E.  Orem,  who  died  after  helping  to  save  Kenneth  G. 
Swartley  from  drowning,  North  Beach,  N.J.,  September  10,  1977.  While  swimming  in  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  Swartley,  aged  58,  called  for  help  when  he  found  himself  unable  to  move 
shoreward  because  of  strong  currents  in  the  rough  water.  Orem,  aged  58,  realtor,  and  two 
other  men  swam  to  Swartley’s  position,  about  150  feet  from  shore;  and  all  four  men  formed 
a  chain  but  could  make  no  progress  toward  the  beach.  The  other  two  men  swam  separately 
to  shore,  leaving  Orem  and  Swartley  to  themselves.  One  of  the  men  then  returned  and  assisted 
Swartley  toward  the  beach.  Others  met  them  and,  after  aiding  Swartley  to  safety,  went  to 
Orem,  who  was  then  barely  conscious.  While  being  taken  to  the  beach  Orem  collapsed.  He 
was  removed  to  a  hospital  but  was  pronounced  dead.  6335 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Leo  J.  Pambianchi,  who  saved  Max  E.  Linder  from  being  struck  by 
a  train,  Pownal,  Vt.,  March  1,  1978.  When  his  two-door  sedan  plunged  down  the  bank  of  a 
railroad  cut  and  landed  astride  the  rails  of  a  track  on  which  a  freight  train  was  approaching, 
Linder,  aged  69,  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat,  badly  dazed.  Pambianchi,  aged  66,  horse 
trainer,  descended  the  steep  rocky  bank,  moved  onto  the  track,  and  opened  the  passenger  door 
of  the  automobile.  He  pulled  Linder  out  of  the  sedan  and  was  holding  him  in  a  standing  posi¬ 
tion  between  the  rails  when  the  train  rounded  a  curve  about  80  feet  away.  As  Pambianchi 
lifted  Linder  and  began  carrying  him  out  of  the  train’s  path,  he  stumbled  and  fell  toward  the 
bank.  Pambianchi  landed  on  top  of  Linder  and  remained  in  that  position  as  the  train  passed, 
striking  the  sedan  and  pushing  it  about  720  feet  before  stopping.  6336 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  David  B.  Perez,  who  rescued  Linda  F.  Harvey  from  burning,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  November  4,  1976.  In  a  night-time  accident,  Miss  Harvey,  aged  24,  was  trapped 
in  her  two-door  sedan  as  flames  spread  from  the  rear  end  both  inside  and  outside  the  auto¬ 
mobile.  Perez,  aged  37,  restaurant  manager,  ran  to  the  sedan  and,  unable  to  open  the  door, 
broke  the  window.  Despite  being  singed  by  the  flames,  Perez  reached  through  the  window 
opening,  grasped  Miss  Harvey,  and  pulled  her  out  of  the  vehicle,  which  very  soon  afterward 
was  totally  afire.  Miss  Harvey  and  Perez  recovered  from  minor  burns  they  had  sustained.  6299 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Patrick  M.  Pryor,  Jr.,  who  saved  Donna  and  Susan  Wardle  from 
being  struck  by  a  runaway  vehicle,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  November  17,  1977.  In  drizzling  rain, 
a  runaway  tractor-trailer  veered  toward  a  street  corner  where  Donna,  aged  11,  and  her  sister, 
Susan,  aged  8,  were  waiting  for  Pryor,  aged  72,  school  crossing  guard,  to  escort  them  across 
the  intersection.  As  the  vehicle  headed  toward  the  girls,  Pryor  stepped  to  their  position  and 
moved  them  out  of  the  tractor-trailer  s  path.  Pryor  then  dived  into  the  street  to  escape  the 
oncoming  vehicle,  which  overturned  at  the  spot  where  the  girls  originally  had  been  standing. 

6337 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Frank  E.  Quirk  Jr.,  who  died  after  attempting  to  rescue  the  ciew- 
men  of  a  disabled  tanker  during  a  severe  storm,  Gloucester,  Mass.,  February  6,  1978.  When 
a  foreign  oil  tanker  got  into  trouble  off  the  Massachusetts  coast  during  a  blinding  snowstorm 
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and  called  for  assistance,  Quirk,  aged  49,  pilot  boat  operator,  set  out  in  his  45-foot  craft,  the 
Can  Do,  accompanied  by  four  other  men,  to  give  aid.  Winds  up  to  80  miles  an  hour  and  swells 
surpassing  30  feet  in  height  caused  the  Can  Do  to  sink.  Quirk  and  the  other  four  men  drowned. 

6338 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Lawrence  P.  Rankin,  who  helped  to  rescue  Donald  J.  McCully  from 
a  cave-in,  Penn  Hills,  Pa.,  February  8,  1977.  When  a  cave-in  occurred  in  a  coal  mine,  McCully, 
aged  46,  was  completely  buried  alongside  a  mining  machine  but  was  able  to  breathe  because 
the  shale  and  sandstone  rock  that  had  fallen  was  partially  supported  by  collapsed  wooden 
beams.  Rankin,  aged  23,  coal  miner,  and  other  workmen  gathered  to  assist  in  the  rescue  of 
McCully.  After  another  machine  had  removed  enough  rocks  to  uncover  the  end  of  the  col¬ 
lapsed  boom  of  the  mining  machine,  a  tunnel  was  dug  by  hand  alongside  the  boom.  It  was 
necessary  to  cut  through  a  fallen  beam  along  the  way  as,  with  the  men  crawling  in  and  out, 
the  careful  removal  of  rocks  finally  extended  the  tunnel  to  McCully.  Rocks  were  removed  from 
around  him.  As  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  Rankin  and  the  other  men,  McCully  then  was  pulled 
from  under  the  rock  fall  via  the  tunnel.  6307 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Delores  Brown  Reed,  who  died  attempting  to  save  Frank  Watson,  Jr. 
from  burning,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  January  15,  1978.  At  night  fire  broke  out  in  a  four-story  brick 
building  where  Frank,  aged  14,  was  asleep  in  an  apartment  on  the  top  floor.  Mrs.  Reed,  aged 
34,  another  tenant  of  the  building,  pounded  on  doors  and  shouted  warnings  as  she  made  her 
way  from  floor  to  floor.  When  she  reached  the  fourth  floor,  where  smoke  and  heat  were  in¬ 
creasing  rapidly,  she  told  Frank  s  mother  to  get  the  children.  After  waking  Frank  and  her 
other  children,  the  mother  took  the  youngest  and  fled.  Mrs.  Reed  then  was  still  in  the  fourth- 
floor  hall,  at  the  apartment  door.  The  other  children  escaped  or  were  rescued  by  firemen;  but 
the  bodies  of  Frank  and  Mrs.  Reed  were  found  inside  the  apartment  after  firemen  had  extin¬ 
guished  flames  that  had  spread  to  the  top  floor.  5343 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Anthony  John  Rista,  who  saved  Mary  E.  O’Connor  from  drowning 
Westlake  Village,  Calif.,  November  24,  1976.  When  her  two-door  sedan  was  involved  in  an 
accident,  Mrs.  O  Connor,  aged  77,  was  rendered  unconscious;  and  the  automobile  plunged  into 
a  lake,  where  it  sank  in  water  about  12  feet  deep.  Among  those  attracted  was  Anthony,  aged 
16  high-school  student,  who  swam  to  where  the  sedan  had  gone  under.  On  his  third  dive’,  after 
failing  to  open  a  door,  Anthony  entered  the  sedan  through  the  partially-lowered  window  He 
located  Mrs.  O’Connor  and  tried  to  push  her  through  the  window  opening  but  she  became 
stuck.  By  shoving  very  hard,  Anthony  got  Mrs.  O’Connor  out  of  the  sedan  and,  following 
swam  to  the  surface  with  her.  Mrs.  O’Connor  was  taken  aboard  a  boat  that  had  arrived.  She 
was  revived;  and  she  recovered  fully  after  being  hospitalized.  6324 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Vaughn  E.  Rose,  who  died  helping  to  save  Kenneth  D.  Porth  from 
drowning  Darwin  Minn  July  3,  1977.  Kenneth,  aged  10,  fell  from  a  raft  into  deep  water 
^00  feet  from  the  bank  of  Lake  Stella.  Rose,  aged  23,  auto  parts  store  employee,  went  to  the 
boy  s  aid.  Kenneth  climbed  onto  Rose’s  back,  put  his  arms  around  Rose’s  neck,  and  clasped 
his  hands  at  Rose  s  throat.  Rose  began  swimming  toward  the  bank  with  Kenneth  but  then  went 
under.  Kenneth,  swimming  alone,  was  given  other  assistance  in  reaching  the  bank  Rose 
drowned.  '  6331 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Arnold  Rothstein,  who  attempted  to  save  Joseph  G.  Vincent  from 
drowning,  Caruthersville,  La.,  February  17,  1977.  Vincent,  aged  23,  fell  from  a  barge  into  the 
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Mississippi  River  and,  unable  to  swim,  struggled  to  stay  afloat.  Rothstein,  aged  27,  riverboat 
deckhand,  dived  into  the  cold  water  and  supported  Vincent,  who  struggled  and  caused  Roth¬ 
stein  to  be  submerged  briefly.  While  Rothstein  moved  him  toward  the  barge,  Vincent  con¬ 
tinued  to  struggle;  and  both  men  were  carried  downstream  by  the  current  to  opposite  a 
riverboat.  A  line  was  thrown  from  the  boat.  Rothstein  grasped  the  line  but  lost  his  hold  on 
Vincent,  who  went  under.  Rothstein,  nearly  exhausted,  was  pulled  to  the  boat  and  taken 
aboard.  Dragging  operations  later  located  the  body  of  Vincent.  6300 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  William  A.  Russell,  who  helped  to  save  Pauline  M.  Zajackowski 
from  drowning,  Knowlton,  Wise.,  August  21,  1977.  Among  those  who  saw  Mrs.  Zajackowski, 
aged  25,  struggling  in  deep  water  in  Lake  DuBay  was  Russell,  aged  52,  metals  corporation 
vice  president.  From  a  causeway  where  he  had  undressed  to  his  underwear,  Russell  swam  175 
feet  to  Mrs.  Zajackowski,  calmed  her,  and  began  towing  her  to  safety.  When  he  attempted 
to  change  holds,  she  panicked,  grasped  him,  and  caused  him  to  be  submerged  briefly.  As  he 
continued  with  her  toward  the  causeway,  her  struggles  caused  Russell  to  go  under  briefly 
several  more  times.  Tiring,  he  called  for  assistance.  A  man  waded  into  waist-deep  water  and 
threw  to  Russell  a  nylon  strap  by  which  he  and  Mrs.  Zajackowski  were  pulled  to  safety.  6332 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Amado  Luis  Salinas,  who  saved  Alfredo  and  Angela  Leon  from 
burning,  Coachella,  Calif.,  January  17,  1977.  In  a  highway  accident,  a  two-door  sedan  con¬ 
taining  Leon,  aged  24,  and  his  wife,  aged  20,  was  struck  from  behind  by  a  truck,  resulting  in 
the  fuel  tank  being  ruptured  and  flames  breaking  out  at  the  rear  of  the  automobile.  Salinas, 
aged  41,  highway  maintenance  worker,  ran  to  the  sedan,  the  rear -seat  section  of  which  was 
filled  with  flames.  He  opened  the  driver’s  door  and  then  aided  Leon  away  from  the  automobile. 
Running  back  to  the  sedan,  where  heat  was  intense,  Salinas  extended  his  upper  body  into  the 
front-seat  section,  grasped  Mrs.  Leon,  and  pulled  her  out  of  the  automobile.  Shortly  afterward 
an  explosive  spread  of  flames  completely  engulfed  the  sedan.  6325 


Silver  Medal  awarded  to  Henry  B.  Scrivens,  who  helped  to  save  Shelley  Hammonds  from 
suffocation,  Brooksville,  Fla.,  July  7,  1977.  While  working  on  a  huge  pile  of  damp  gravel, 
Hammonds,  aged  26,  was  trapped  when  a  funnel  developed  as  the  result  of  the  gravel  descend¬ 
ing  through  a  chute  at  the  bottom  of  the  pile.  Scrivens,  aged  49,  shipping  department  foreman, 
jumped  into  the  funnel  and  tried  to  hold  Hammonds  back;  but  both  sank  farther  into  the 
gravel  until  its  flow  was  stopped.  Only  the  face  of  Scrivens  was  then  uncovered;  but  he  used 
his  arms  to  create  a  narrow  air  shaft  to  the  mouth  and  nose  of  Hammonds,  whose  head  was 
at  the  level  of  Scrivens’  stomach.  While  rescue  operations  were  going  on,  Scrivens  kept  the 
air  shaft  open  despite  gravel  sliding  down  onto  him.  Hammonds  and  Scrivens  were  in  the 
gravel  more  than  two  hours  before  workmen  uncovered  them.  6316 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  R.  Steve  Shelhorn,  who  helped  to  rescue  William  J.  St.  John  and 
William  H.  Ellis,  Jr.  from  burning,  Orlando,  Fla.,  December  10,  1976.  In  a  highway  accident, 
fire  broke  out  at  the  rear  of  a  sedan  containing  St.  John,  aged  22,  and  Ellis,  aged  20.  As  the 
flames  spread  inside  the  vehicle,  Shelhorn,  aged  32,  wrecker  owner,  and  two  other  men  ran 
to  the  sedan  but  could  not  open  the  driver’s  door.  They  ran  to  the  passenger  side,  which  was 
parallel  to  the  highway  guardrail.  One  man  opened  the  passenger  door,  but  the  guardrail 
limited  the  opening  to  about  a  foot.  In  intense  heat,  Shelhorn  and  the  other  men  with  difficulty 
removed  St.  John  and  then  Ellis  from  the  sedan,  which  shortly  was  totally  afire.  St.  John  and 
Ellis  required  extensive  hospitalization.  6312 
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Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Vincent  J.  Shilobod,  who  helped  to  rescue  Donald  J.  McCulIy  from 
a  cave-in,  Penn  Hills,  Pa.,  February  8, 1977.  When  a  cave-in  occurred  in  a  coal  mine,  McCully, 
aged  46,  was  completely  buried  alongside  a  mining  machine  but  was  able  to  breathe  because 
the  shale  and  sandstone  rock  that  had  fallen  was  partially  supported  by  collapsed  wooden 
beams.  Shilobod,  aged  46,  coal  miner,  and  other  workmen  gathered  to  assist  in  the  rescue  of 
McCully.  After  another  machine  had  removed  enough  rocks  to  uncover  the  end  of  the  col¬ 
lapsed  boom  of  the  mining  machine,  a  tunnel  was  dug  by  hand  alongside  the  boom.  It  was 
necessary  to  cut  through  a  fallen  beam  along  the  way  as,  with  the  men  crawling  in  and  out, 
the  careful  removal  of  rocks  finally  extended  the  tunnel  to  McCully.  Rocks  were  removed  from 
around  him.  As  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  Shilobod  and  the  other  men,  McCully  then  was  pulled 
from  under  the  rock  fall  via  the  tunnel.  6306 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Carl  Alfred  Swanson,  who  rescued  Richard  H.  Miller  from  a  perilous 
fall,  Pleasantville,  Pa.,  March  15,  1978.  From  a  height  of  65  feet,  Miller,  aged  35,  attempted 
to  slide  down  a  greased  pipe  on  a  drilling  rig  but  was  unable  to  control  his  speed  of  descent 
and  rapidly  approached  the  wood  and  steel  platform  at  the  base  of  the  derrick.  Swanson, 
aged  26,  derrickman,  ran  to  a  position  on  the  platform  to  break  Miller’s  fall.  Miller  struck 
Swanson  and  knocked  him  down.  Both  men  required  hospitalization:  Miller  for  a  back  injury 
and  Swanson  for  leg  injuries  including  a  dislocated  knee  and  nerve  damage.  6348 


Silver  Medal  awarded  to  Neil  A.  and  Anna  G.  Swayze,  who  rescued  Steven  B.  Collier  from 
burning.  Mount  St.  Patrick,  Ont.,  July  30,  1976.  In  an  automobile  accident,  flames  broke  out 
inside  a  van  in  which  Collier,  aged  34,  was  pinned  by  the  legs.  Swayze,  aged  50,  meat  cutter, 
and  his  wife,  aged  45,  arrived  and,  despite  intense  heat,  attempted  without  success  to  pull 
Collier  free.  As  the  flames  increased,  the  Swayzes  individually  reached  into  the  burning  cab 
and,  using  a  pole,  tried  to  pry  away  the  dashboard  that  held  Collier.  Together,  Swayze  and 
his  wife  then  pulled  forcibly  on  Collier  and  succeeded  in  removing  him  from  the  van,  which 
soon  afterward  was  totally  filled  with  flames.  All  three  persons  sustained  burns  but  only 
Collier  required  hospitalization. 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Michael  R.  I.  Turolla,  who  saved  Feonard  and  Mark  E.  James  from 
r  ®each,  Fla.,  December  3, 1977.  A  station  wagon  containing  Leonard,  aged  3 

and  Mark,  aged  10  months,  moved  down  a  bank,  entered  Biscayne  Bay,  and  floated  into  deep 
water.  Michael,  aged  13,  schoolboy,  dived  into  the  water  find  swam  to  the  station  wagon 
w  inch  then  was  40  feet  from  the  bank.  As  the  front  end  of  the  vehicle  began  sinking,  Michael 
reached  through  a  front  window  and  removed  Leonard.  The  station  wagon  continued  to  sink 
at  the  front  end;  and  the  force  of  the  entering  water  propelled  Mark  out  the  back  window. 
As  Michael  took  hold  of  Mark,  the  station  wagon  sank.  With  difficulty  due  to  tidal  currents 
and  his  attire,  Michael  took  both  children  to  the  bank.  '  6317 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Joseph  John  Vinci,  who  saved  John  D.  Webb  from  suffocation 
Chicago,  IU-,  March  15  1977.  In  a  ground-floor  apartment,  fire  broke  out  in  the  living  room. 
Y““’  aSe(|_ 24  laborer,  learned  that  John,  aged  3,  was  inside  the  apartment.  Crawling  beneath 
dense  smoke,  Vmci  searched  a  bedroom  and  then  crawled  to  John’s  room  next  to  the  living 
room,  which  was  nearly  filled  with  flames.  Vinci  located  John  and,  still  crawling,  took  him  to 
the  apartment  door,  which  had  closed.  After  some  difficulty  opening  the  door,  Vinci  emerged 
om  the  apartment  with  John.  Vinci  and  John  were  hospitalized  for  smoke  inhalation  and 
Vinci  also  was  treated  for  minor  burns.  Both  recovered.  6349 
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Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Clayton  R.  Wall,  who  helped  to  rescue  Donald  J.  McCully  from 
a  cave-in,  Penn  Hills,  Pa.,  February  8, 1977.  When  a  cave-in  occurred  in  a  coal  mine,  McCully, 
aged  46,  was  completely  buried  alongside  a  mining  machine  but  was  able  to  breathe  because 
the  shale  and  sandstone  rock  that  had  fallen  was  partially  supported  by  collapsed  wooden 
beams.  Wall,  aged  59,  coal  miner,  and  other  workmen  gathered  to  assist  in  the  rescue  of 
McCully.  After  another  machine  had  removed  enough  rocks  to  uncover  the  end  of  the  col¬ 
lapsed  boom  of  the  mining  machine,  a  tunnel  was  dug  by  hand  alongside  the  boom.  It  was 
necessary  to  cut  through  a  fallen  beam  along  the  way  as,  with  the  men  crawling  in  and  out, 
the  careful  removal  of  rocks  finally  extended  the  tunnel  to  McCully.  Rocks  were  removed 
from  around  him.  As  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  Wall  and  the  other  men,  McCully  then  was 
pulled  from  under  the  rock  fall  via  the  tunnel.  6305 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Dale  Eugene  Wilborn,  who  attempted  to  save  Joseph  A.  LeBlanc 
from  an  impending  gasoline  fire,  Ravenna,  Ohio,  September  13,  1976.  In  a  highway  accident, 
the  sedan  driven  by  LeBlanc,  aged  32,  struck  the  side  of  a  truck,  rupturing  that  vehicle’s  fuel 
tank  and  releasing  gasoline  which  flowed  under  the  automobile.  Wilborn,  aged  21,  rubber 
worker,  and  others  ran  to  the  sedan,  where  no  flames  had  appeared.  By  the  time  access  had 
been  gained  to  LeBlanc,  who  was  unconscious  inside  the  vehicle,  the  men  had  become  aware 
of  the  gasoline.  Despite  warnings  from  the  others,  Wilborn  extended  his  upper  body  into  the 
sedan,  grasped  LeBlanc,  and  partially  removed  him.  The  others  were  at  various  distances  from 
the  automobile  when  the  gasoline  ignited  with  an  explosion  that  knocked  Wilborn  away  from 
the  vehicle  and  blew  LeBlanc  out  of  it  into  the  burning  fuel,  which  burned  him  fatally. 
Wilborn  also  sustained  burns  but  recovered  after  hospitalization.  6302 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Donald  R.  Wilkinson,  who  died  after  attempting  to  rescue  the  crew¬ 
men  of  a  disabled  tanker  during  a  severe  storm,  Gloucester,  Mass.,  February  6,  1978.  When 
a  foreign  oil  tanker  got  into  trouble  off  the  Massachusetts  coast  during  a  blinding  snowstorm 
and  called  for  assistance,  a  pilot  boat  operator  set  out  to  give  aid  in  his  45-foot  craft,  the 
Can  Do,  accompanied  by  Wilkinson,  aged  36,  business  manager,  and  three  other  men.  Winds 
up  to  80  miles  an  hour  and  swells  surpassing  30  feet  in  height  caused  the  Can  Do  to  sink. 
Wilkinson  and  the  other  four  men  drowned.  6339 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Herbert  Daniel  York,  who  died  attempting  to  save  Robert  D. 
Van  Watt,  Jr.  from  drowning,  Presque  Isle,  Maine,  August  28,  1977.  When  Robert,  aged  14, 
started  to  go  under  while  swimming  in  deep  water  in  a  dredged  section  of  the  Aroostook  River, 
he  grasped  another  boy  who,  after  both  submerged,  broke  away  and  surfaced  alone.  York, 
aged  43,  farmhand,  was  fishing  nearby  and,  without  removing  any  of  his  attire,  entered  the 
water.  Swimming  to  where  Robert  had  gone  under,  York  submerged.  He  then  was  seen  at 
the  surface  briefly  but  went  under  again  and  remained  submerged.  Both  York  and  Robert 
drowned.  6326 
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Two  special  awards,  gold  medals  mounted  on  bronze  tablets, 
weie  made  in  honor  of  heroes  of  the  Steamship  Titanic,  lost  off  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland  on  April  15,  1912,  and  of  the  mine  disaster 
at  Springhill,  Nova  Scotia,  on  October  23,  1958. 
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